
       Thornhill Primary School        Medium Term Planning           Title: Towers, Tunnels and Turrets 
    Autumn 2   2015-2016          Mrs Chaplin, Miss Griffiths and Mrs Ibbotson 

                 Engage Develop Develop Develop Innovate Innovate Express 
 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 
Visits  
Important Dates 

 Conisbrough Castle     
 

  

Literacy  
 
 

Produce a castle 
fact file. 

Write a recount 
about the castle 
visit. 

Write a letter of 
complaint from 
the Lord of the 
castle about a 
rowdy banquet. 

Research and 
innovate a coat 
of arms. Labelling 
and explaining 
your coat of 
arms choices 

Explanation text 
about why a 
castle was built 

 Diary entry 
from a resident 
of the castle 

Independent writing- 
Narrative beyond the 
tunnel 
Christmas Story 
 

Other writing 
opportunities.  
 
 

Labelling parts of 
a castle 

 Read a letter to 
the class. 

 Write an 
invitation to a 
tournament at 
Thornhill Castle. 

Write a 
persuasive 
advert to sell 
your castle. 

Make a Christmas 
Cracker and write 
a riddle inside 

Other 
opportunities for 
Numeracy 

Use shapes to 
draw a castle 

Using sugar cubes 
to build towers 
and use standard 
measures to 
compare them. 

 Exploring and 
using repeated 
patterns on a 
coat of arms. 

   

As  
Geographers 
we will be 
learning: 

 Locate famous 
castle  and towers 
on a map 
Locate tall towers 
in the local area 
and mark on a 
sketch map. 

Investigate the 
symbols used for 
bridges on a map. 
Identify bridges 
on a map and 
compare the 
materials used to 
make them. 

 Investigate and 
report why 
castles are 
located near 
resources. Show the 

Norman’s waves 
of invasion on a 

map. 

 

As Historians, 
we will be 
learning: 

Put castles in 
order on a timeline 

  Research coats 
of arms and their 
meaning. 

Research what 
happened at a 
medieval 
tournament 

 

As Scientists 
we will be 
learning: 

Design and carry a 
fair test to test 
the strength of a 
castle wall. 

 Investigate the 
shape of load 
bearing bridges. 

    



As Design 
Technologists 
we will be 
learning: 

Design and build a model castle  Follow a recipe to 
make medieval 
oat and honey 
cakes. 

Follow a recipe 
to make 
unleavened 
bread. 

Make a 2016 
calendar 

As Artists we 
will be learning: 

 Build a clay tower 
and assemble into 
a castle using the 
coil and slab 
method. 

 
 

Make a 3D coat 
of arms 

  Design a 
Christmas Card. 

In ICT we will 
be learning 

Research parts of 
a Norman castle. 

Use tizzy or tux to 
draw a castle on 
the computer. 

 Research coats 
of arms and their 
meaning. 

 To use publisher 
to design a for 
sale poster. 

Type the inside of 
a Christmas card. 

As musicians we 
will be learning:  

  Listen to court 
music and 
identify the 
instruments used 

 Compare ‘plain 
song’ and modern 
day music, 
discussing 
composition and 
instruments. 

 Learn and perform 
Christmas play 
songs. 

As language 
learners we will 
be learning 

French syllabus linked to Normans 

As PSHE 
learners, we will 
be learning: 

 Discuss ideas for a 
debate 
‘‘Is it better to 
give or receive a 
gift?’ 

 Write an 
argument for the 
debate question 

 Deliver your 
argument to 
another class. 

 

SMSC (Spiritual 
Moral Social 
Cultural 

Compare the rights of a peasant child in Norman times with the United Nation Convention of the Rights of a Child. 

As RE learners, 
we will be  
learning: 

Christmas celebration 

As PE learners 
we will be 
learning: 

Dance- Learn a medieval dance Make human bridges. 
Use equipment to travel across a bridge in 
different ways. 

 
Exploring Castles: http://www.kidsonthenet.org.uk/castle/view.html  


