
  
       Thornhill Primary School      Medium Term Planning Year 6/5              Title: Darwin’s Delights (Science)  
      Spring Term 2a and 2b       2015-2016   

                 Engage Develop Develop Develop Innovate Express 

 Week 1 and Week 
2 

Week 2 and Week 
3 

Week 4 and Week 5 Week 6 and Week 7  Week 8 and Week 9 Week 10 

Visits  
Important Dates 

  Winterhill CLC 
25th, 26th & 29th Jan 

Twycross Zoo 
23rd Feb 

  

Literacy  Interview Charles 
Darwin  
(reinforce speech 
punctuation) 

Story (chapter) 
Preparation for 
‘Digital Book’ at 
Winterhill CLC 

Letter home (description) 
– Charles Darwin / 
Children Landing on the 
Galapogos Islands 

Explanation of Darwin’s 
theory – Précising long 
passages; 
 

Recount / Newspaper / 
Webpage – Link to visit 

Debate – 
Selective breeding 
/captivity of animals 

Other writing 
opportunities.  

      

Other 
opportunities for 
Numeracy 

Coordinates, Finding the area of irregular shapes, Conversion of distances, Problem solving related to visit;  

As  
Geographers 
we will be 
learning: 
 

Use search engines, 
index, contents and 
other research 
techniques to locate 
and interpret 
information. 

Plot a route on a map, 
globe or satellite 
image suggesting the 
fastest route from 
one place to another 
and the most 
effective mode of 
transport. 

 Describe the 
environmental regions, 
key human and physical 
characteristics, countries 
and major cities of 
Europe and North and 
South America. 

 Use the web and satellite 
mapping tools to find out 
and present geographical 
information about a place. 

As Historians,  
we will be 
learning: 

Create, from memory, 
a timeline from 
dates/details/eras 
showing knowledge of 
how to check for 
accuracy. 

 Select, organise, 
summarise 
and present relevant 
information, from a wide 
range of sources, in the 
most effective way for a 
given 
purpose. 

  Create, from memory, a 
timeline from 
dates/details/eras 
showing knowledge of how 
to check for accuracy. 
 

As Scientists 
we will be 
learning: 
 

Give reasons for 
classification and 
understand the 
significance of 
scientists’ work, from 
study. 
Make their own 

Describe how animals 
must be adapted to 
their habitats for 
survival, using a range 
of animals and their 
adaptations as 
examples.  

Explain how fossils are 
formed and how fossil 
discoveries have helped 
develop the theory of 
evolution. 
Identify features which 
are inherited from 

Choose the most 
effective approach to 
record and report 
results, linking to 
mathematical knowledge. 
Identify and explain 
causal relationships in 

Identify how animals 
and plants are adapted 
to suit their 
environment in 
different ways and that 
adaptation may lead to 
evolution. 

Identify and explain 
causal relationships in 
data, using evidence to 
support or refute their 
findings, and 
distinguishing fact from 
opinion. 



  
decisions about which 
observations to make, 
using test results and 
observations to make 
predictions or set up 
further comparative 
or fair tests. 

Choose the most 
effective approach to 
record and report 
results, linking to 
mathematical 
knowledge. 

parents. 
Select and plan the most 
suitable line of enquiry, 
explaining which variables 
need to be controlled and 
why, in a variety of 
comparative and fair 
tests. 

data and identify 
evidence that supports or 
refutes their findings, 
selecting fact from 
opinion. 
Identify features which 
are inherited from 
parents and those that 
are not. 

As Design and Technology 
learners, we will be learning:  

Science based topic, no stand alone Design and Technology for this half term. 

As ICT learners, 
we will be 
learning:  

Use a range of programs to accomplish given 
goals – 
 
Branching - classification 

Use a range of programs 
to accomplish given goals 
–  
Digital Book – Winterhill 
CLC 

 select, use and combine a variety of software 
(including internet services) on a range of digital 
devices to design and create a range of programs, 
systems and content that accomplish given goals, 
including collecting, analysing, evaluating and 
presenting data and information. 
Use search technologies effectively, appreciate how 
results are selected and ranked, and be discerning in 
evaluating digital content –  
Hyperlinks,  

As Artists  
we will be 
learning: 

Explain intentions 
when developing ideas, 
identifying any 
changes and 
improvements made as 
work progresses. 

Use a variety of media 
to represent light, 
shade, form, pattern 
and texture in a range 
of drawing work. 

Use pen and ink to add 
line, tone and perspective 
using a tonal ink wash. 

 Create sketch books to 
record their 
observations and use 
them to review and 
revisit ideas. 

 

As musicians, we 
will be learning: 

Children will have weekly drum lessons. 

As language learners, 
we will be learning:  

Continue iFrench 

As PSHE learners, 
we will be learning:  

Take responsibility for a range of tasks, in a range of scenarios, with growing independence. 
RUFC – Making Healthy Choices 

SMSC (Spiritual 
Moral Social 
Cultural) 

UNICEF 
The importance of valuing ‘life’ 

RE What difference do the 5 Pillars of Islam make to children’s lives? 
Easter 

As PE learners, we 
will be learning:  

Lesson 1:Netball 
Lesson 2: Football 

Lesson 1:Netball 
Lesson 2: Football 

Lesson 1:Netball 
Lesson 2: Football 

Lesson 1:Basketball 
Lesson 2: Hockey 

Lesson 1:Basketball 
Lesson 2: Hockey 

Lesson 1:Basketball 
Lesson 2: Hockey 

 


