
  
       Thornhill Primary School      Curriculum design Year 1/2              Autumn Term  2019 – 2020  

Enquiry question: How did we used to live?  Subsidiary question: Can you tell us about your memories? 
DISCOVERY – HISTORY    Values: Respect  Careers Link: Historian / Archeologist (Tony Robinson)  

CI 2B Engage Engage Develop Develop Develop Innovate Express Express 

CI 6A Week 1 and 
2 

Week 3 and 
4 

Week 5 and 
6 

Week 7 and 
8 

Week 9 and 
10 

Week 11 and 
12 

Week 13  Week 14 and 
15 

Writing Instructions to 
make a 
cinnamon twist 
Write a 
persuasive 
advert to sell 
your castle 

Fact file about 
the life of a 
castle 
Write a letter 
to another 
kingdom 

Recount 
Labelling parts 
of a castle 

Diary of a 
resident of 
the castle 

Research 
amazing 
structures and 
write a fact 
file about them 

Talk for writing 
The Three Little 
Pigs 

Newspaper 
interviews of 
people in the 
castle 

Narrative about 
the Christmas 
story 
Write a riddle 
for a Christmas 
cracker 

CI 2C 
Text choice / 
rational 

‘You’re a bad man Mr Gum’ and series 
Having read Roald Dahl last year, the children wanted to look for books that written in a similar style. 

CI 2D Numeracy Following WRMH 
Use shapes to 
draw a castle 

Using sugar 
cubes to build 
towers and 
use standard 
measures to 
compare 
them. 

 Exploring 
and using 
repeated 
patterns on 
a coat of 
arms. 

    

As  
Geographers 
we will be learning: 
 

 Locate 
famous castle 
and towers on 
a map 
Locate tall 
towers in the 
local area and 
mark on a 
sketch map. 

Investigate 
the symbols 
used for 
bridges on a 
map. 
Identify 
bridges on a 
map and 
compare the 
materials 
used to make 
them. 
 

Locate 
famous 
tunnels on a 
map. Use 
geographical 
vocabulary 
to describe 
their 
location. 

Investigate 
and report 
why castles 
are located 
near 
resources. 

Research 
structures from 
around the world 
e.g. Statue of 
Liberty, Eiffel 
Tower 

  



  
As Historians,  
we will be learning: 

Put castles in 
order on a 
timeline 

Research and 
identify 
features of a 
castle 

Look at local 
bridges on a 
map and 
discuss 
shapes, 
materials and 
uses. 

Research 
coats of 
arms and 
their 
meaning. 

Research 
what 
happened at a 
medieval 
tournament 

Learn about ‘The 
Great Escape’ 
form the second 
world war. 

Transport 
through the ages. 

 

As Scientists 
we will be learning: 
 

Design and 
carry a fair 
test to test 
the strength 
of a castle 
wall. 

Who can make 
the tallest 
tower? Use 
materials and 
test tower 
shapes 

Investigate 
the shape of 
load bearing 
bridges. 

Research and 
name 
tunnelling 
animals 

Classify types 
of bridges 

Investigate 
which biscuit 
makes the 
strongest bridge. 

  

As Design and 
Technology learners 
we will be learning:  

Design and 
build a model 
castle 

To design and 
make towers 
using natural 
materials 

Follow a 
recipe to 
make medieval 
oat and honey 
cakes. 

Follow a 
recipe to 
make 
unleavened 
bread. 

Design a new 
tower for 
Rapunzel. 
 
Explain why 
Isambard 
Kingdom 
Brunel is an 
important 
designer (hot 
seating and 
story boards) 

To design and 
make tunnels 
and investigate 
how to make 
them more 
stable 

Construct the 
strongest bridge 
to a specified 
width using 
marshmallows 
and spaghetti. 
Use a camera to 
record. 

Evaluate the 
structures that 
have been made 
during this 
topic. 

As ICT learners, 
we will be learning:  

Use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and retrieve digital content 
Recognise common uses of information technology beyond school 
Use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal information private; identify where to go for help and support when they have concerns 
about content or contact on the internet or other online technologies. 

As Artists  
we will be learning: 

 Look at 
medieval 
pictures of 
feasts. Discuss 
artistic 
techniques 

Self-portrait Family 
portraits 

    

As musicians, we 
will be learning: 

Singing with Wingfield Music Teacher 

Songs that help 
us remember ‘I 

Our class 
family. Create a 

      



  
can sing a 
rainbow’, 
‘Inchworm’ 

class song/rap 

PSHE  What is a dilemma? 
Same or different? Peoples differences over time 

What do humans need? 
Each person is unique. What makes a good friend? 

How do changes affect us? 
The caring school 

SMSC (Spiritual 
Moral Social Cultural) 

 
UNCRC 

RE Y1: Celebrating Christmas 
Harvest 

As PE learners, we 
will be learning:  

Fundamentals 
Gymnastics 

Fundamentals 
Dance 

 
 


