
       Thornhill Primary School      Curriculum design Year 1/2              Spring Term 2019 – 2020  

Enquiry question: What is beyond the sky?  Subsidiary question: How is rain made?     DISCOVERY –Science

 Values: Resilient, creative Careers Link: Space exploration (Neil Armstrong / Tim Peake) 

                 
CI 2B Engage Develop Develop Develop Innovate Express 

CI6A Week 1 and 2 Week 3 and 4 Week 5 and 6 Week 7 and 8 Week 9 and 10 Week 11 and 12 

Writing  

 

 

Write an email to 

Mrs Benton to 

request a rocket 

launch on the field 

Free verse poetry 

inspired by the 

planets and space. 

Question and Answer 

and about the rocket 

launch experience 

Research and write 

a fact file about a 

famous astronaut 

Narrative: 

Whatever next by 

Jill Murphy 

Design a label a new, 

improved space suit 

CI 2C 

Text choice / 

rational 

Fortunately, the Milk . . . by Neil Gaiman (680L) 

Aliens love Underpants author series 

Other writing 

opportunities.  

 

 

Phonic link to alien 

(pseudo) words in 

handwriting 

 How can you catch a 

raindrop? Work with 

a partner to collect 

and list different 

ideas. Pick one 

suggestion and work 

out a chronological 

sequence of steps 

for doing it. Practise 

saying the sentence 

with a partner 

before writing. 

   

CI 2D Numeracy Use weather data to 

complete pictogram, 

tally chart and bar 

chart. 

Create a control 

panel and discuss the 

turns that the dial 

makes when turned 

and the number that 

it is facing 

(quarter/half/three 

quarter/full turn) 

 Play in the rain 

finding puddles of 

different shapes 

and sizes. Make a 

simple rain gauge 

and write down the 

amount of rain 

collected each day. 

  

As  

Geographers 

we will be 

learning: 

Watch a TV weather 

report and talk about 

it. How would the 

presenter describe 

today’s weather? 

Look carefully at 

aerial images. Write 

a list of geographical 

features that they 

can see from a ‘bird’s 

Plot the position of 

constellations on a 

piece of black fabric 

Watch videos of 

instances of 

extreme weather in 

the UK and talk 

about in which 

Rocket eye view. 

Visit NASA website 

and discuss earth 

viewed from space. 

(ICT screen shot) 

 



Make simple weather 

symbols using card, 

coloured pens and 

pencils and place 

them on a UK map 

day by day. 

eye view’. Use a 

simple dictionary to 

check spellings they 

are unsure of. 

Share findings, 

adding things they 

have missed to their 

list. 

seasons they think 

these types of 

weather occurred. 

Discuss the 

consequences of 

some of 

these types of 

weather and 

imagine or recall 

their own 

experiences, talking 

about how it feels 

to be in these 

weather conditions. 

As Historians, 

we will be 

learning: 

Watch the 1961 

Moon Launch and 

discuss the historical 

significance.  

 Produce an 

information sheet 

about astronauts 

past and present. 

Sequence major 

historic events in 

the history of 

space travel. 

  

As Scientists 

we will be 

learning: 

Play outside on a 

windy day and feel 

the wind blow in their 

faces. Shout, fly or 

make kites, blow 

windmills or hold 

coats, carrier bags or 

cotton sheets above 

their heads to feel 

the force of the 

wind. Learn how to 

use an anemometer 

to measure the speed 

of the wind. 

Create a time capsule 

that explains the 

properties of 

everyday objects to 

explain our planet. 

Create a circuit that 

light a bulb to send a 

light signal to space. 

Ext: buzzer for 

Morse code 

 

Use a thermometer 

to record the 

temperature over 

the course of a week. 

Read scales using 

standard and non-

standard measures 

and record these on 

a simple chart. 

Invent a new planet 

created from 

everyday materials 

e.g. planet wood. 

 Make shadows using 

a range of scientific 

and play equipment 

indoors and 

outdoors. Plot the 

course of a shadow 

regularly over a 

sunny day. Draw 

around the shadows 

at timed intervals to 

explore how they 

move 

As Design 

Technologists 

we will be 

learning: 

Design and make a 

model rocket. 

Make ‘season trees’. Decorate a tree for 

each season with beads, ribbons, painted 

blossoms, frost, fruits and leaves. 

Experiment with different materials and talk 

about their intentions as they work. 

Explore and 

evaluate space 

related buggies and 

design/innovate 

them to suit their 

purpose 

Work as a team to 

design and 

construct a rocket 

ready for the KS1 

launch. 

Evaluate the models 

made during this 

topic and suggest 

improvements for 

the task required. 



In ICT we will be 

learning 

Inserting and 

resizing shapes to 

form alien beings. 

Insert a picture as 

the background 

Programme a bee-bot to travel around an 

alien landscape. Left and right turn 

    

As Artists we 

will be learning: 

 Look at and talk 

about paintings 

showing different 

types of weather. 

Hunt for clues to the 

season and refer 

back to their own 

experiences to 

explain their 

reasoning. Describe 

how the painting 

makes them feel. 

Paint impressions of 

the weather outside 

 

 

Create a 3D class 

model of the solar 

system using collage 

in proportion.  

Look at artist 

Berndnaut Smilde’s 

moving cloud 

installations. 

Consider questions 

such as: How did 

the artist make 

them? What types 

of cloud are they? 

Think of materials 

that could be used 

to make big clouds 

and discuss ways of 

displaying them in 

the classroom 

 

 

  

As musicians we 

will be learning:  

Inspired by Holst’s 

Planets, children 

create a piece of 

music about a planet. 

Listen to different 

sounds or music 

representing the 

seasons and/or 

weather. 

 

 

 Listen to and join in 

with songs and 

nursery rhymes 

about the wind. Add 

sound effects using 

voices, everyday 

objects and 

percussion 

instruments (e.g. I 

hear thunder) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Innovate ‘Twinkle, 

Twinkle little star’ 

to write their own 

song. 



PSHE Article 24: Children 

have the right to 

good quality health 

care – the best 

health care possible – 

to safe drinking 

water, nutritious 

food, a clean and 

safe environment, 

and information to 

help them stay 

healthy. Rich 

countries should help 

poorer countries 

achieve this. 

(Visit from a dentist) 

   Article 13 and 

Article 15. 

How to make an 

alien feel welcome 

in our school. 

Share the story of 

Margret 

Southerland and 

discuss the lengths 

she needed to go to 

achieve her goal. Set 

their own goal to 

achieve. 

SMSC (Spiritual 

Moral Social 

Cultural 

25th January- 

Chinese new year 

(Rat) 

     Easter Story 

RE The Caring School 

To learn how to make positive choices, to know choices have consequences, to have respect for ourselves and each other, to form positive 

relationships and to see ourselves as valued and valuable members of the school community. 

 

Creation story in different religions. 

As PE learners 

we will be 

learning: 

Dance like the wind! Be a leaf on a tree, a tall blade of grass, a wave, windmill, flag, kite or a plastic bag. Choose some of the movements 

already explored and use them to build individual movement phrases. 

Basketball and Football 

Hockey and Tag-Rugby 
 


