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Overview 

As many of you will know the Government Announcement on Monday 21st February demonstrates 
that there is increasing confidence that the country is moving from a pandemic to living and dealing 
with COVID-19. Scientists acknowledge that the virus hasn’t gone away but I want to reassure you 
that the safety and well-being of your children and the school staff are central to all the decisions I 
have made and will continue to make. 

The DfE wrote to schools sharing information below. The bold text comes directly from the DfE 
email: 

Changes to self-isolation and daily testing of close contacts 

From Thursday 24 February, the Government will remove the legal requirement to self-isolate 
following a positive test. Adults and children who test positive will continue to be advised to stay 
at home and avoid contact with other people for at least 5 full days, and then continue to follow 
the guidance until they have received 2 negative test results on consecutive days. In addition, the 
Government will: 

No longer ask fully vaccinated close contacts and those aged under 18 to test daily for 7 days, and 
remove the legal requirement for close contacts who are not fully vaccinated to self-isolate. 

Staff, children and young people should attend their education settings as usual. This includes staff 
who have been in close contact within their household, unless they are able to work from home. 

Mixing and bubbles 
The Government no longer recommends that it is necessary to keep children in consistent groups 
(‘bubbles’). This means that ‘bubbles’ will not need to be used in schools. However, there may be 
times if there was an outbreak in a particular class a ‘bubble’ might be reintroduced to protect the 
rest of the children in school. 
 
Isolation 
As a school we will be recommending that anyone who tests positive isolates for a minimum of 5 
days in line with Government Guidance. 
 
Face coverings 
From 27th January, face coverings are no longer advised for pupils, staff and visitors in communal 
areas. However staff and parents visiting may choose to wear them. 
 
Control measures – we will continue to promote the following: 
1. Ensure good hygiene for everyone. 
Hand hygiene 
Frequent and thorough hand cleaning is regular practice along with the use of hand sanitisers. 
Respiratory hygiene 
The ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach continues to be very important. 
Most classes share a cloakroom / toilet area with one other class. There are two toilets and one 
toilet has been allocated to each class. Some classes do not share these facilities. 

 



We have non-contact thermometers and will monitor temperatures on or above 37.8 as per NHS 
guidance. These will be used as and when needed. 
2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes. 
We regularly clean areas and equipment with a particular focus on frequently touched surfaces. Our 
dining room tables are cleaned between sittings. We have a lunchtime cleaner who cleans all toilets 
and empties the bins. 
3. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated 
Our classrooms are well ventilated and windows are open all the time or at least 10 minutes within 
every hour. We use CO2 monitors in all the classrooms so staff can quickly identify where ventilation 
needs to be improved. 
4. Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID-19 
When an individual develops COVID-19 symptoms or has a positive test we follow public health 
advice on when to self-isolate and what to do. We will recommend that they should not come into 
school if they have symptoms, have had a positive test result or other reasons requiring them to stay 
at home due to the risk of them passing on COVID-19 (for example, they are required to quarantine). 
If anyone in our school develops COVID-19 symptoms, however mild, we will ask parents to collect 
children, send staff home and they should follow public health advice. 
If a pupil is awaiting collection, they will be put in one of our isolation rooms. A window will be 
opened for fresh air ventilation if possible. Appropriate PPE will also be used if close contact is 
necessary. This room will be cleaned after they have left. 
Pupils and staff should return to school as soon as isolation rules allow. Currently 5 days is 
recommended. 
 

At regular weekly briefings we will inform staff of any changes. Regular updates to Governors. 
Information to be posted on Class Dojo system for ‘affected classes’. Letters to be sent home for the 
rest of school. 

Remote education 
As a school we will set work on the Class Dojo for children to complete who are self-isolating. 
 
Entering and leaving the site. 
There are two entrances from the road – steps or gate. 
Parents with prams etc to use the F, Y1,2 entrance. 
Y3, 4, 5 and 6 will enter via the main gate at the bottom of the steps. 
Y5/ 6 will leave via the door near the school reception. 
EYFS children will use their regular gates/doors. Staff to ask parents lo leave their children to walk 
into the 2 units. If a child is showing signs of being distressed – they need to be settled before 
parents leave. 
Y1 /2 to enter via the gate near the Foundation Unit. 
Y1/2 will be collected from the hall. 
Parents of older children will be encouraged to not enter the school site to minimise the number of 
adults on site. 
Senior Leaders and other staff will be outside to direct parents and answer questions. 
 


